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is Pretenders to a who 
have of late made ſuch a — as 


them E inſich 
Eb, or > fame of a much 
work E Chatacter. 0 "4 © 
q But, Sir, I was in 10 Good RB. 
=o mour, (this Gentleman's Fondling 

1 Word) or, if you pleaſe, in ſo 1115 
=. a one, as nut to * 
9 ware of any thing worſe, than z 
ſort of diverting Wit, — 
only to Amuſement (as he pretends 
in the beginning) till after L hal 
run over ſeveral Leaves. I at 
length, I was not able to bear 
tonduding; that that Cenſure, þ 
ſowrely as it looks, is not at Al 
wing 'to- a ſowre Hulmobr... | This, 
I'Thall ſhew; is no-ra/b- Concluſion 
or I ami ach miſtaken, 
But, in the mean time, I aſk you, + 


br in haf Humour you think de. 
Gentleman r in his ninth and,, 
tenth 


"T*1 


! Pages? Into e was 
me to hale, by Head iind Shoul - | 
ers, a Prelate; whoſe: Name he 
e vodeſtiy conceabd; a8 4 Believer iti 
s. Were ii necuſui/. —.— 
could put yu 
monk waders jim mo 
ian Prelate, ou" ande — 
ui haue (gives ers full Account 
of br Belief lin Faixys. Dau we 
Chriſtians, mh chang ſuch amp 
faith will alm nothing to 
— 7 nn 
: 2 'Prelate:; may beſo great 
yolunteer in Faith, as Fs ng the - 
linary preſeription - of. the :Catholick 
durch, to believe in Fairys, why may 
nt. an Heathen: Poet, 2s ke ordinary 
— 77 Religion, be allomed to 
GY believe in Muſes ? For theſe, your 
ion, Lordjbip knows were ſo 


many Divine 
Awe in „ Creed, . 


WE sg 


"T31- 
— ——— den e 
J, Winnt ref, . —— 
Pen: of n Bentlemin who abvinkW 
— n 


fory/beer Wityin 
— — Und a fn 
tag * i (iba common. — 
tion has in it Gten 
Matters e. Remfon. and 4 to 
have the Mitty Nalent top. end 
vi Mas it intended ora C haſti ſenivik 
vf the Prelate, for ſame front 
other he had put upon chis Gent 
Man, Or — his dear Friends 
h / tis u cue dn in choral 
Bar fince no Nav 
gallant — of hirn, m 
be he imended to evpoſe Preigg, 
wacher chan u Prell. 
Were it worth the while, u 
might - aſk what this Gentleman 
means by his Prelate's Belief in 
Fairys. Doth he mean Belief in 
Fairy 


aim themſelves, or in Sdnies that 
ae td of; them d To think. he 
means, tim Javger, ie tor think, chat % 


. 
Werne 


For hat — ing | 
That ſuch a Man believes in ſuch 


aStory. But the Conte xe ſpeaks hi 


1 IIS 3 


— 


_ _—.. 7 


—_— 
CE « 


ing of it. For he tells his Lord, 
— long before, that Truth ar the 
—— thing in the World, 
fnce kven Fiſtion itſelf muſt be go- 
verned oy it: And, by che way, 
what. a Notrans this, which 
he :aHb:makts: the Lord to be fo 
fond of as often to make it h Re» 
lands man ae, (cho Ifanſy 
A 4 either 


SSE — 


int 


'T 61 
either the oſtem or the ner eng: 
-bave:ſpared) Thurdh>is the moſh pow. 
erful abing in the World, & e. Tbi 

our Gentleman can „ to 
make am Article of his Faithyhbecauſ 
not a Doctrin of an Inſpir d Eutbu- 
fall. Tis an Apocrypha-Doctria, but 
be waves all the great Reaſons given 
there, why Truth muſt be the moſt 
powerful thing; and puts in their 
Place a moſt. notable Diſcovery of 
his own, or his Lord, vix; That 
even Fiction itſelf muſt be govern 
by it, and can oni pleaſe by iir re 
ſemllance Or, all Fictions will be 
deſpis d, whoſe Makers wantithe Wit 
to paint them a little hke to Truth, 
And for this Reaſon Truth aiſt ne- 


ceſſarily be the moſt powerfiil thing 
in the World: 'Plio' my dulneſs can 
apprehend . no ſuch neceſſity, but 
de, 


thinks it enough: of all 
that Truth muſt therefore be more 
powerful than Fiction, And with 


me tis an infallible Great Truch, 


truly "Chriſtian prelate. 
Chriſti 
him ach deliere m 4 Company of 


8 * 


7 


that What over powers another thing, | 
muſt be the more powerful of the 

two! aul. 14 51 23 ci i * 

But I muſt not yet ive) i 
with him about his Prelaeh For it 
comes in my Mind to aff } him; how 
he ban reconcile his Belief in Fairy, 
as the Heathen Poets belie d in their 
Maſes, with his being not only an 
Eminent and Learned,” but ald a 
His true 
„it ſeems, lk ow 


little Devils, tho!.it! forbids: Am to 
believe f in any more than one God. 
But, after ally in ſober ſadneſs, 
word ivhow he will; and make it as 
little pertinent 48 he pleaſes to his 
preſent. purpoſe, tis my Good Hu- 
mou Opinion, that he muſt mean 
no worſe in charging the Prelate 
with. Believing in Fuitys, than that 
he believeth Old Wives _ of 
them. 


them. Arten been lock ta be | 
ad, how: he l arm 

them., Did he ever tell him ſo? 

He tells his Lord, that this truly 
Shtiſtian Prelate could have gven 
his Jprd{hip an Account, nay, and 
+ full Account of his Belief in chem. 
He could have dene it, but did he 
«ver de it? If he had dene it to 
himſelf, ar his Trip, Why was this 
malle. a Secret? Yon may ſay, co be 
ſure he had it at leaſt from ſome ſe- 
cond. Hand. But I am not ſure of 
This Ts» pollible he might, and 
dis (pallible he, might not; and he 
might. hav — tos at ſomt 
ſecond hand; and he may think it 
as — s WikOaan take 
over=credndous, here a Lye may 
do a ſpecial piece of Service, as ſome it 


— 1 8 f KFF 


he ge, I preſume, no Stranger to, gre 
W il have the; other. extream to be, ord 
OI rpg at 


met.“ "And 
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a7 
than that it is a — of Inf 
ration, without making the Jeaft 
Offer at Arguing about the Matter, 
OT diſtinguiſhing in the Caſe. In- 
deed; from firſt to laſt, tis, for the 
mot part; a Rm of Fancy, enter- 
taining „vere it better de- 
hgn'd ;: and fe Plays perform this 
pare better, of the few I have been 
acquainted with. And a great Per- 
2 generally . — _ 
t be, but for the foremention'd 
| — vrhich needs no extra- 


ordinary eee en to clpy 
bottom. 


at the 


Bo * 


. — ? 


Mien of »a'Gentlerhaw; 


Fre] 

I have no knowledge of adds, 
more than that: he has che perfect 
undk& that 1 
find in His Letter | a great deal of 
very Manly Serife: Not anely: fleur 
clever T urns, but noble 
—— in as vigorous ah proper 
Words: Very uſeful 8 tions, 
were N _— uſe of for their 

roper purpoſes: So that you | 
— this — — 
(would he liſt to employ his Parts 
that way) to eftabliſh Mens Belief 
-of the molt important Points, on 
the moſt rational Grounds, as to 
unſettle and unhinge their: Faith, 
and ruffle their Minds, and Advance 


wanton Scepticiſm; which naturally, 
at laſt, centers in FW = 
fect Infidelity, ©. 

-. i\Now:T I grocecd: ther givle: the bes 
Accœmt I can of what:folpws, and 
with as much brevity-as-you-can 
uu defire : : Reflecking here and 
evacl there 


: — 2 
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Lan 


which deſerves m 8 
In that 14th _ + Sk 
extblling the Ag — for the 


liberty 


given in it, to Insect mois 


| ſharply, and Ridicule moſt  wittily 


Foly and Extrauagance of . every 
kind ; and for giving Impoſture no 
Priviledge 3 ſo that neither the Credit 
of a Court, the Power of a Nobilizy, 
nor the. Awfulneſs of 4 Church, can 
grove Her Protection; or hinder Her 
from being Arraigned in every Shape 
and Appearance. 75 

Here is the Elixir, the very Qui in- 
tefſence of Good Humour, which will 
not ſuffer the Mixture of one ſowre 
drop. There' s not a Dram, it ſeems, 
of Droſs in this Golden Age. It 
gives as much liberty as Heart Can 
wiſh, to Expoſe and Ridicule Folly 
and Extravagance; but if it gives 

any to play che Buffoons up- 
on Wiſdom too, and ſuch Wiſdom 


as 


Se 3 


* 7 * = 
= : * * . 
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28 cannot away with the leuſt Rav 
travagance, Gocd Humour will by 
no means endure one ſyllable of 
zhis Tho never was an Age more 
Infamous than the Prefent for ſo 
exorbitant a Liberty; T'was about 
to {ay, nor ſa Infamous. 

Thu Age is ſo . in the 
Ridiculing ok all Impoſtures, that 
neither the Court, nor the. Nobility, 
nor the Chureb, can any one 
Impoſture whatſoever:; but if nei · 
— Religion, nor Virtue, no not 
Reaſon itſelf, can have à greater 
protection from Ridicule than Impo- 
ſture, thi muſt be ſuppreſſed; Good 
Humour muſt not touch upon hi 
String. But now I think better of 
it, I might have left Religion out 
of thoſe three, (Revealed at leaſt) 


82 Priefteraft may happen to be 
no Impoſture. 


— in very good earneſt; whos 
ſoever ſhall {et himſelf to paint 
this 


r 


bis Wit, who — as well as an 


r 1 WW UT WW KOT. = - ye pu 


can 2 5 Tho Ken, 
I confeſs, have no huge Opinion of 


* he ingenu confeſſes, that 
may ſeem to — far; and we 


7997 — ill aſe of it. 


Strokes ? 
J anſwer, If they are, tis in fas 
vour of this Liberty. He ſaith, it 
may ſeems to run too far, nqt that 
it may do ſo: And we may be ſaid 
to make ill uſe of it, not that poſ- 
ſibly (and much leſs — an 
ill uſe may be made And I 
ſup- 


And are not theſe good Cautious | 


* ; ljuftneſs of Thoug elt and Stile, 


L141 

fe! he had the wife Religh 
5 in His Eye, as 
whom this Liberty 
too far; 9 


— run 


what doth he ſay to ſatisfy them, 


that this Liberty cannot run ſo far 
as that ill uſe may be made of it? 


"Tis juſt . as much as ſatisfies me; 
that he has a Talent at ſaying an 
thing; at ſaying omne dicibile, whe- 


ther it be dicendum or not, And 
if we do ſay of this Liberty, what | 
we may ſay, he uſeth us worſe - 


than Babies; doth not give us ſub- 
ſtantial Su gar - Plums, - 1 Whipt=. 
Cream, to ſrop our Mouths. This 
is it, but Who: ſhall: be judge? What 
Remedy ſhall we preſcribe to this in 


general? Can there be a'better, than 


from that Liberty'itſelf which is com- 


plained of ? If Alen reaſon ill, it is 


Reaſon ſtill muſt' teach them to do 


7 etire- 


to 


be 4 
thatill uſe may be made of it. And 


Ta | 


ing 41 
come 
rience 
ſearch 
Meaſi 
found. 
ſtart, 
And t 
will f 

It 


this 


be tal 
But 1 
Whet 
to th 
I anfh 
Judge 
may | 
Incas 
diciou 
enouę 
there 
Secone 


— 


2 * * * * 4 
tas * 
* 4 4 
* 
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. 
refinement in Manners, good Breed - 
ing and Politeneß of every kind, can 
come only from the Tryal and Expe- 
rience of what is beſt ; let but the 
ſearch go freely on, and the right 
Meaſure of every thing will ſoon be 
found. Whatever Humour has got the 
fart, if it be unnatural it cannot hold. 
And the Ridicule, if ill placed at firſt, 
will fall at laſt where it deſerves. 

It 18 worth trying whether 
this curious piece of Work may 
be taken to pieces without ſpoiling. 
But who ſhall be judge? that is, 
Whether Liberty may be denied 
to the Ridiculing of every thing. 
I anſwer, If we are to ſeek for 
Judges in Great-Britain, &c. we 
may find enough in Peru, &c. the 
Incas and their People, and leſs ju- 
dicious Folk than they too, are wiſe 
enough to judge, fit, Whether 
there be any ſuch things as Sacred; 
Secondly, If there be, Whether it 
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be a decent or innocent thing to 
Ridicule them, 

| What Remedy ſhall we preſcribe 
to this in general? "Tis no matter 
what, in general, if any particular 
Remedy may be found out. 

Can there be à better, than from that 
Liberty itſelf wbich is complain d of. 
Yes, there can, and a much better. 

If Men reaſon ill, it is Reaſon ſtill 
muſt teach them to do better. What 
even thoſe who have no Reaſon to 
teach them, or, if they have any, 
will not be taught by it? Reaſon - 
muſt teach them; but if ſhe cant, 
muſt ſhe be obliged to an Impoſſi- 
bility ? What uſage is this, of poor 
Reaſon ! 

Fuſtneſs of Thought and Stile, Re- 
finement in Manners, good Breeding 
(and why Good Humour left out?) 
and politeneſs of every kind, can come 
onely from the Trial of what is Bell. 
Bury who ſhall be judge of what 4 

An 


* . w—_ f - , 
* C * , * 
6 T - "7 x 


nl. 
And what will become of thoſe who 
can't or won't make this Trial ? 
What Experience have they of what 
is beſt? | 
Let but the (+ earch go freely on, 
and the right meaſure of every thing 
will joon be found, But I need not 
aſk agam, what muſt become of 
thoſe who cannot ſearch, or will not, 
if they can, tho' no body forbids 
them ? Whatever Humour has got the 
ſtart, if it be unnatural, it cannot 
hold, &c. Excellent good again! 
But where does he live to obſerve, 
that unnatural things cannot hold ? 
I am ſure, where 1 hve I obſerve 
nothing more than that they can 
and do : And that ſome of the moſt 
unnatural things are ſo far from not 


holding, that they grow ſtill, and 
mcreaſe, and propagate mightily, 
when they are let alone, and have 
all the liberty their good Friends 
would have allowed them. 
— He 


+ | 


= 
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He goes on to {ay every whit as 
fine things, pag. 16, Wc. But ' tis 
no great pleaſure to be a great 


Tranſcriber; and therefore I will 


give you but a taſte of them. 
I have often won dred, faith he, 
to ſee Men of Senſe ſo mightily Al. 


larm'd at the approach of any thing 
like Ridicule on certain Subjects, as 


if they miſtruſted their own Fude- 
ments, Now, if he means by cer- 
tain Subjects, ſacred ones, if thoſe 
| Men of ſenſe have as much Religion, 
how can they forbear being much 
concern'd at their being Ridiculd, 
both from the reverence they have 
for thoſe things, and from their 
miſtruſt of the Judgments of Men 
of leß Senſe, tho' they have not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of their own Judg- 
ments? And is it a matter of won- 
der that they ſhould be much al- 
larm'd at the approach of Ridicule 
on ſome Subjects, except there were 

none 


E22 
none a Ridicule on which can have 
an untoward Influence on thoſe Peo- 


ple? And he thus goes on; For what 


 Ridicule can lie againſt Reaſon? As 


if all were to be preſumed Able 
Judges of what is Reaſon, of what 

more than an Appearance of 
Reaſon. Or can any one of the leaſt 


juſeneß of Thought endure a Ridicule 


wrong placed, &c. But if there be 
any Men of but little Senſe to be 


found, may not theſe be ſuſpected 
of as little juſtneſs of Thought, and 


therefore of no mighty Ability to 


underſtand when a Ridicule may be 
wrong or right placed ? This himſelf 


is aware may be matter of Suſpict- 


on; for he adds, that the Vulgar in- 
deed may ſwallow any ſordid Feſt, 
any meer foolery or buffoonery, &c. 
May they {o? And are the Vulgar ſuch 
ſorry Wretches that tis not worth 
while to take any Care of them ; 


or to be watchful againſt their {wal- 


"B43 lowing 


[ 20 ] 
lowing ſordid Feſts, unleſs they were 
more wholeſome, by letting them 
have (if poſhble) none to 1wallow? 
And for what reaſon ſhould ſuch 
things as ſordid Feſts have ſuch an 
uncontrol'd Liberty, ſince all Men 
of ſenſe will extreamly nauſeate 
them, and onely Men of no ſenſe 
can be pleas d with them? Next 
comes an Objection againſt that Li- 
berty, with its Anſwer, ſuch as it 
is, Vi. 

O! ſay we, the Subjects are too 
grave (and here he makes a Chaſm © 
but what Thought might fill it up, 
I will not aſk him.) He anſwers, 
Perhaps ſo, but let us ſee firſk whe- 
ther they are really grave.or no; for 
in the manner we may conceive them, 
they may, peradventure, be very grave 
and weighty in our Imaginations, but 
very ridiculous and impertinent in 
their own nature, &c. What ſo in 
the Imaginations of us Men of ſenſe? 
We 


8 
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We can never be too grave, if we 


are ſure the thing u grave as we 


apprehend it. The main point (or 
the greateſt difficulty) is to know al- 
ways true Gravity from the falſe, &c. 
But what a diſparagement is it to 
good ſenſe, not to be able, with the 
greateſt eaſe, to diſcern the diffe- 


- rence between things very Grave and 


Weighty, and things very Ridiculous 
and Impertinent ! 

But I cannot eaſily give myſelf 
leave to be very Grave upon ſuch 
Trifling, as I remember not when 


Ii erwith be Au 


reſt being all of a Piece, I will not 
trifle fo myſelf as to follow him 
thorow this long Paragraph, nor the 
ſtrange Rambles of the next fol- 
lowing Leaves, 

He ſhews a very great diſguſt at 
the two oppolite things Impoſture 
and Enthufiaſm ; and, to give him 
his due, himſelf cannot be charge- 
B 4 able 


able with the one or the other: For 


the Name of an Impoſtor, and has 


* 


1 


* [ 22 ] 


he lays himſelf too open to deſerve 


not a Zeal for any Mode of Religi- 
on warm enough to be ſuſpected of 
Enthufiaſm : 1 mean, you may be 
ſure, that of the Religious kind; 
for he reckons up I know not how 
many other kinds of it, as we ſhall | 
ſee hereafter, "I 

This Gentleman playing here, in 
his extraordinary way, the Great 
Champion for Liberty, and ſhewing 
himſelf ſo enamour'd with her, as 
not to endure her being reſtrain'd 


wheth 
that tt 


fo much as to the ridiculing of the I eſſenti 
very graveſt things, I will onely aſk as the 
him, whether a Man of his ſenſe come, 

can be able not to diſtinguiſh between | Moral 
Liberty and Licentiouſneſ; between fectua 
Liberty of Opinion (or Conſcience) gener: 
and an unlimited Liberty of Practice. ſuch 
And whether he who underſtands make 
no difference between theſe two, ſolem 


4 


ought 


1251 
ought not to live alone, or is fit to 
be a Member of any Society. But 
as ſuch Ignorance 5 this cannot be, 
in the leaſt, imagined of ſuch a Per- 
ſon, ſo tis as cult to conceive, 
how he could forbear mentioning 
and making uſe of this diftintion; 
but, Hand over Head, run on with 
his Rhetorick againſt the checking 
of Liberty, without intimating, that 
n FM ſome certain Bounds are neceſlary 
it I to be ſet to it. 

8 I cannot aſk him over ſeriouſy, 
s WW whether it be in his Power to think, 
d that the free Ridiculing of the moſt 
e 

K 

: 

1 

1 

) 


eſſential Principles of Rebigion, ſuch 

as the Exiſtence of God, a Life to 

come, and the Eternal Real, ons of 
Moral Good and Evil, be not an ef- 
fectual means to make Religion in 
general deſpiſed ; and ſo to give 

| ſuch a looſe to Conſcience, as to 
make 1t not boggle at the breach of 
ſolemn Oaths, the ſtrongeſt Liga- 
ments 


— 


| y * 6 comparably beſt Security of true 
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ments of Civil Society; and the in- 


Liberty and Property from being in- 
vaded and overthrown. 4 
Sir, You could not but 
Tuch things as theſe in your Mi 
as you read what I now reflected 
on, and paſt over; and therefore 


thing can be more ſlightly {aid in 
the defence of this Liberty. And 
that one Briſtle of a Bruſh can wipe 
off at a Stroke ſuch Colours as theſc 


vaniſh in a Moment of themſelves, 
But your Good Humour may 
ſuggeſt, that ſurely this Gentleman 
was far from being in earneſt in 
any thing of this; he onely has 
made a Trial of what Wit may do, 
and how plauſibly monſtrous Ab- 
ſurdities may be ſet off. He has 


done but like Zeno, when he plaid 
the Sophiſtical Wag againſt the poſ- 
ſibility 
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need not my telling you, that no- 


he has laid upon it ; if they do not 


ſibility 
And tl 
you in 
you m 
I muſt 
his kna 
18 here | 
an Arti 
Yet hi 
to thoſ, 


the 1co 
I had 
Thoug 
my om 
follows 
{o Goo 
diſables 
Caſt, | 


WM pleaſed 


1 

ſibility of the thing call'd Motion. 
And that I mayn't come ſhort of 
you in Good Humour, I will ſay 
you may be in the right; but then 
I muſt add too, that I can't admire 
bis knack at Sophiſtry, but find de 
is here a very Bungler, as marvellous 
an Artiſt as he is at as great Matters. 
Yet his Courage is very wonderful 
to thoſe who have Wit enough to 
be ſenſible, how dangerous it is to 
Jeſt with ſuch keen-edg'd Took. 

For a good many Pages after the 
21ſt, we meet with very notable 
high Flights againſt Perſecution upon 
the ſcore of Religion, And I with 
I had his Pen to tell you my 
” Thoughts of them. Yet take from 
1, my own, ſuch a one as it is, what 

' I follows, viz. That I feel myſelf in 
Ab- 

LE lo Good 4 Humour, as not onely 
oe diſables me to give them one angry 
Caſt, but makes me not a little 


: (pleaſed with the Eloquence and Wit 
—_ he 


3 


Gentleman at Rome, and Lewis le 
Grand, with their Flaming Crey, 
make a damned Heretick of this 


the Bargain. Nothing could ſo re- 
concile me to the Inquiſitions, as 


and their Chriſtianity be well recon- 


* p 5 * 
* ' 


* 
4 


3 


he has ſhewed bere. Let the Ol 


Gentleman for this Satyr, he ſhall 
have my Abſolution, (as good a one 
as I can give) and great Thanks into 


ſeeing them well fill'd with their 
Friends, and the Doors as well bolted 
and barr'd upon them, till their leaſt O 
Orthodoxy will allow them to have I he deli 
a good Opinion of Good Nature; the inf 
ments, 
ciled to Humanity. If ever I could I ning at 
be ſo Bigotted to my own Religious that as 
Sentimente, as to hate other Folks pleaſes 

that differ from mine, while I am I as 77 
ignorant of what is to be ſaid for bating 

them, I ſhould be in danger of ha- of his 

ting the Religion of all Perſecutors, where 

(however dignifi'd or diſtinguiſh'd) do bett 


without any other Reaſon, but be- {cribing 


caule 


„ 
= 
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cauſe tis theirs : And of conclud- 
ing all thoſe Modes of Religion ar- 
rant Prieſtcraft, in which the Do- 
ctrin of Perſecution is a fundamental 
Article; and that cannot be pro- 
pagated nor defended but 5 Club- 


far I am from having any Diſpute 
with our Gentleman upon this Ar- 
ent. | 

And as far am I from taking the 
leaſt Offence at a great part of what 
he delivers, with reſpect chiefly to 
the infinitely Nobleſt of all Argu- 
ments, the Divine Nature, begin- 
ning at Page 35. ſo far from this, 
that as the Eloquence thereof much 
pleaſes me; ſo I know the Matter 
is as true as excellently well expreſſed ; 
bating his ſo frequent repetitions 
of his darling Word, and uſing it 
where ſome other might, I think, 
do better. I cannot forbear tran- 
be- ſcribing ſeveral of his Lines here. 
ule | Good 


Y 


Irs, 
d 


Law. And thus, Sir, you ſee hoW 


28 * 
Good Humour, ſaith he, ir not only 
the belt Security again Enthuſiaſm, 
but the beſt Foundation of Piety and 
true Religion (the Senſe of which 
J cannot Object againſt, if he had 
faid a good, rae we of the belt Foun« 
dation) for if right Thoughts and 
worthy Apprehenfions of the Supreme 
Being, are Fundamental to all true 
Worſhip and Adoration, tis more than 


r ſours 
forefeel 


probable, that we ſhall never miſcarry ¶ in our 
in this reſpect, but through ill Humour ef brin, 
only. Nothing but ill Humour, either ¶ gion, 0 
natural or forced, can bring a Ma lea. an 
#0 think that the World is governed I tis bec 
by any deviliſh or malicious Power, Wl lite ou 
1 very much queſtion, whether any I Noti 
thing befides ill Humour, can be the ¶ without 


ar of Atheiſm ; ; ( 1 hope ill Hu- acco mp. 
mour here takes in Evil Affe com too tr 
for there are ſo many Arguments to any; 
perſwade a Man in Humour, that, I tion n 
in the main, all things are kindly wofull 
and well diſpos'd of, that one would, not a 

think 


think is impoſſible for him to be ſo 
far out of conceit with Affairs, as to 
inagius that they all ran at Adven- 
tures, &c. This, however, I am 
jerſwaded of, that nothing but ill 
Humour can give uw dreadful or ill 
Thoughts of a Supreme Manager, 


or ſourneſs in ſuch 4 Being, but the 
forefeeling of ſomewhat of this kind 
in ourſelves; and if we are afraid 
of bringing Good Humour into. Reli- 
gion, or thinking with Freedom and 
ea ſantneß on ſuch a Subject as God, 
tis becauſe we conceive the Subject ſo 
like ourſelves, and can hardly baue 
a Notion of Majeſty and Greatneß, 
without Stateline and Moroſeneſs 
accompanying it, This 1s, I doubt, 
too true an Account of it, as to 
many ; but a very unhappy Educa- 
at, tion may be the Account of that 
{ly | wotully Superſtitious Fear, as to 
not a few, who have nothing of 
nk State- 
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Good, when we ſee it in Men of 
Hi beſt Power. And Lion after 
| he interpoſeth another moſt inge. 


that very Queſtion, Whether there be 


＋ 


Statelineſs or eee in thei 
Tempers. hel 

Next he ſaith, This, bowie is 
the jull Reverſe of that character 
which we own to be moſt Divineh ty 


nious Harangue againſt Perſecutior 
as perfectly contrary to the Divine 
Spirit of Love, and to Humanity; 
and as deſtructive to what is the 
pretended Deſign thereof. That 
inſtead of doing Religion any Ser 
vice, it renders it Tragical. Then 
comes a great Encomium of Liber- 
ty in our Enquiries into the Prin- 
ciples of Religion; and a ſmart 
Invective againſt looking on God 
as a Being that will not endure this: 
And againſt thoſe who are afraid 
to uſe their Reaſon freely, even on 


a God or no; as Preſumers of Hi 
bad 


* 2 og 
* - * 4 
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rafter of Goodneſs, while they- diſcos 
ver this miſtruſt of His Temper, and 
fear His Anger and Reſentment in the 
caſe of this Freedom of Enquiry. - 

Now this Liberty of Enquiry I 
an no more condemn, than I can 


being (as Mr. Chillingworth has de- 
monſtrated) the very Foundation of 
Proteſtantiſm ; arid he has made it 
moſt evident, that tho an ill uſe 
may be made of it, the reſtraining 
of this Liberty will be a Remedy 
much worſe than the Diſeaſe. 
But, after all, tho' Ias heartily ſub- 
ſeribe to what he faith of the Good- 
ref of Gop, as I do to this Propo- 
ſition, that He is; Natural Religion 
afluring us of nothing more, than 
that Gop/is Abſolutely infinitely Good, 
and as Good as Good can be; and 
Revealed Religion aſſuring us of 
the ſame ; and that He is not only 
C 3 
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[32] 
\ a; Loving Being, but Love itſelf; 
yet I muſt needs much blame him 
for. his Deſcription of the Divine 
Nature, as too Partial and anperfed; 
tho molt true, as far as it goeth. 
A Being abſolwiely. Perfett is that 
which is underſtood by the Word 
Gop,. and He cannot therefore want 
any one Perfection, nor the hi hicbelt Yſ' 
degree poſſible of any one. But is 
Goodaels all Porfoltions ? Is not 
Wiſdom a Perfection, and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Purity, or Holineſs, to 
name no more? - Goodneſs indeed 
is the prime Perfection, and that 
Which fo ſets off the other, that 
they ought not to be called Perfecti- 
ons, ICT the Conſideration of 
their being in Conjunction with 
Goodneſs. Or Low tis Good. 
neſs which makes them what the 
are. 

0 Box what we call Wiſdom is 10 
Wiſdom — bom Goodneſs; h 
ti 


[33 ] 
tis Knaviſh | Crate and Subtilty, 
What goes by the Name Fuſtice, if 
t be void of all Goodneſs, ought 
to be ſtiled Cruel Severity: *Tis 
ſummum Ju, and therefore ſumma 
hjuria. Even as Power without 
Goodneſs is a tyrannical thing, and 
Wl conſequently tis great 2 
ud 10 far — .a Perfection, that 
sis the filthieſt diſparagement to 
him who hatlr it. The Purity of 
the Divine Nature is its perfect Ans 
tpathy to all Moral Evil, but tis 2 
Contradiction to conceive this with - 
out Goodneſs, the greateſt; Goods 
neſs, in the moſt com prehenſive 
ſenſe of the Word. 

Now, were the Divine Nature 
wholly conſtituted of Goodneſs, as 
he 1 it for Loving-kindneſs 
onely, ſince Gor is the Supreme 
Manager, as hu Word is, but Sus 
preme Governour is a much better, 
be muſt needs have enacted Laws 

ues 1 againſt 


343 

againſt all kinds of Immorality, or 
where would be his Purity and Ho- 
lineſs? or his Loving - kindneſs either 
to his Intelligerit Creatures; Immo- 
rality being deſtructive to them, 
with reſpect both to their Welfire 
in this and the other Life. And that ir 
ſhould He not have given his Laws monly 
the Sanction of "Penalties for the"M'vileſ# 
Tranſgreſſion of them, and fee that I were R 
they be executed as neceſſity 're ¶ and the 
- quires, where would be his Wiſdom I #s freq 
as Governour? Laws without this ¶ if they 
Sanction being no Laws properly; ¶ neſs. 
and not executing them on w I ne 
obdurate Offenders is to make Laws Il things 
in Feſt. And if Gop ſhould make I now to 
no diſcrimination betwixt the Ob- Il little of 
ſervers and Tranſgreſſors of his Letter, 
Laws, but deal | with them both I ferent ] 
alike, where would be his Righte- he reti 
ouſneſs, his diſtributive Fuſtice?' again, 
And therefore the beſt of the had dor 


Pagan „ would not offer 
al 


at mai 
things 
(as the 
upon 
Judgm 
right, 
taken 


354 

at maintaining, that in the main all 
things are kindly and well diſpoſed 
(as the Gentleman's Words are) but 


” 
0» 


er © upon the Suppoſition of a Future 
0o-]udgment, whereby all will be ſer 
m, 
re 


right, and all „ anſwer'd, 
taken from conſtant Obſervation, 
that in thi World all things com- 
monly come alike to all, and the 
vileſt Men proſper here, as if they 
were Rewarded for their Villanies ; 
and the moſt Virtuous and Good Men 
a frequently are great Sufferers, as 
if they were puniſh'd for their Good- 
nels. "IEPA 
I need give but a hint of theſe 
things to ſuch a Perſon as I have 
now to do with. Conſidering how 
little of Method he obſerves in his 
Letter, and how Matters of a dif- 
ferent Nature are mingled, and how 
he returns to the ſame again and 
again, when one would conclude he 
had done with them ; I am fam to 

9 imitate 


nd 


WS- 


1 


# # Whbi=. 
imitate him in theſe. Remarks, and 
tant avoid it, unleſs I could be at 
the pains to put his Letter into bet. 
ter Method for him, and place all 
his Paragraphs and Periods together, 
which are a kin to each other; 
but this would be no eaſy Taſk. 
Now, after what I have remark- 
ed upon his imperfect Notion of 
the Divine Goodneſs, I think it pro. 
per to take notice of this Paſſage, 
Pag. 57. viz, To love the Publich with | 
ro ſtudy univerſal Good, and t0 pro- Good.” 
mote the Intereſt of the whole World, . _ 
as far as is in our Power, u ſureh il 
the height of Goodneſs, and make; 
that Temper which we call Divine. 
This is excellently well ſaid, but 
I ſay, that Gop would not ſtud) 
uni ver ſal Good, nor promote the 
whole Intereſt of the whole World, 
if he had not as great a regard, at 
leaft, to the Spiritual and Eternal 
Intereſt of Men, as to their Bodily 


and 


ſuch 
other 
no 1 
that E 
as Co! 


l 
and Temporal; and neither the one 
it nor che ocher, would He .concern 

I Himſelf to promote, if He did not 
ſet _ to diſcourage Vice, by 
ſeverely treating: the unpenitently 
""Þ Vicious, and were all fweeteſs to 
"? Wl ſuch; and did not, at one time or 
+, other, make them feel that He is 
no ſuch fond Lover of Men, but 
w. chat He knows how to be as Angry 
80 © Complaiſant, and (if I may here, 
>; WM with reverence, uſe his great Word) 
Good Humour'd. | | 
But that there can be no ſuch 
thing as Anger, and the like, in the 
Deity, he aſſures us, Pag. 60. One 
would think, ſaith he, it were eaſy 
to underſtand, that Provocation and 
Offence, Anger, Revenge, Jealouſie in 
Point of Honour or Power, Love of 
Fame, Glory, and the like, belong 
onely to limited Beings, and are ne- 
ceſſarily excluded in (J would rather 
have ſaid out of) 4 Being which is 
ö C 4 perfect 
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perfelt and univerſal. But if we 

bave neuer ſettled in ourſelves" ay whe! 
Notion of what is Morally excellent; © - Gor 
or if we cannot truſt to that Reaſon othe: 


which tells us, that nothing but what. his h. 
is ſo, can have place in 61. Deity, we a Me 
can neither truſt to any thing that ordir 
others relate of Him, or that _— in {| 
reveals to iu. new 

There can be nothing truer than VDiſo 
this latter period; ; and the former as ar 
too is as true, if rightly underſtood. 
Nor needed he have done more than 
inſerting this Word, properly fpeak- 
ing, to make it as Uunexceprional 
as can be, 

And therefore nothing is more 
univerſally acknowledg'd among all 
Chriſtians, that are not of the groks 
Sect of Anthropomorphites, or have 
any tolerable Notion of the Deity, 
than that, properly ſpeaking, there 
can be no ſuch thing as Anger, Re- 
uenge, Fealoufie, or the like, in the 

Di. } 


re 
all 
515 


Ve 
J. 
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Go 
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Dirine Nature ; and therefore, 
vhereever ſuch are Attributed to 


otherwiſe to be underſtood, than is 


his having Hands, and Eyes, and Ears, 
a Mouth, &c. And what is more 


ordinary than this ſort of Figure, 
in ſpeaking of Gop, in other both 
new and old Books, or in common 
Diſcourſe ? And he knew, -as well 
as any one, that ſpeaking of Go p, 
as having Humane Paſſions, is al- 
ways underſtood, by Perſons of any 
Underftanding and Sobriety, as 


| ſpeaking  drtyonimves after the manner 


of Men, and by way of Accommo- 
dation to vulgar Capacities. And 
therefore by GoD's Anger is meant 


no more than His perfect Averſion 


to, and His Will to punyh, all Im- 
moralities ; and His Revenge ſigni- 
hes nothing elſe. And His Fealouſie 


for His Honour is nothing but His 


great Concern not to be robb'd of it, 
and 


nne 
and not to 


have it deſpis d 

- trampled upon by bold Tranſgteſ- 
| fors; and to have [His Majeſty re- 
vered, the due Revercnce of which 


the World's being drown'd in Wick- J 
edneſs. So that this Jealouly is not 
for hi own ſake, as if He ſhould be a 
Sufferer by the loſs, or diminution of 
any part of the Glory that is His due, 
but for the ſake of His Creatures 
onely ; . who muſt be infinite Suf- 
ferers by having a Hand therein, 
And whereas Gop is ſaid to de- 


ſign His own Glory in all His Ad- 


ings, and this is the Language of 
Holy. Scripture, we are to conſider 
that Gop's Glory is not a meer conſe- 
quent of, but the ſelf-ſame thing 
with, the illuſtration of His Per- 
fections, which are His eſſential 
Glory; or the making them more 
manifeſt by the exerciſe of them. 
Gov's Glorifying Himſelf is 750 

di » 0 


being abſolutely neceſlary to prevent 


1 * 


he ſaith, Pag. 59. Do's it really de- 
ſerve Praiſe to be thus concern d about 


"T* 7 


a f of His Glorious perſeci · 


and giving His Creation co 


feel them in the Glorious Effects of 


them; or how Glorious He is in 


His Power, His Goodneſs, His Righ- 


teouſneſs, Holineſs, Oc. And dare 
any lay, that this is not Worthy of 
the Divine Nature, when tis ſelf- 


evident that tis mot worthy ; nay 


a perfect Contradiction to our 24. 
oh Notion of Deity, to ſay that 
He doth not in this moſt obvious 
ſenſe, deſign His own Glory, 

And this 1s a full Anſwer to what 


it? Is the doing Good for Glory's ſake, 
ſo divine a hee ? or is it not Diviner 
to do Good, even where it may be 


_ thought inglorioiu, even to the Ungrate- 


ful? How comes it then, that what 
is ſo divine in us ſbou d loſe its Cha- 
ratter in the Divine Being And that 
according as the Deity is repreſented 
to 


to #5, he ſbou d more reſemble the 
weak, womaniſh, and impotent part 


a7 


of our Nature, than the generoiu, 


manly, and divine? Who can be ſo 


wireaſonable as not tocbe perfectly 


ſatisfied with the Anſwer to this 


have now given ? e view 
And if this Gentleman did not 
deſign to put a Slur upon Holy Seri. 


pture in the other Paragraph, as well as 


thu, he is as unwary a Writer as ever 
put Pen to Paper; ſince he would not 
be at the pains of that one Word, pro- 


perly ſpeaking, in ſaying that Revenge, 
Anger, Fealoufie, &c. cannot have any 


place in the Deity ; he knowing that 
theſe are often aſcribed to Gop in 
Scripture, | 


And now, I need make no other 


Remark upon theſe Words, Pag. 63. 
but that they are as good as can be, 
viz, No body trembles to think, that 
there ſhould be no Go, but that 
there ſhould be One. But this would 


be othe 
as kind 
could i 


there 1 


neſs m 


wit hot 
thoſe 
which 


ſelves 


dea vo 
and n 


a L 4] 
be otherwiſe, if Deity were thought 
as kindly of as Humanity; and we 
could 2 perſwaded to believe, that if 
there = is a God, the higheſt Goods 
neſs muſt of neceſſity belong to Him, 
without any of thoſe defects of Paſſion, 
t thoſe Meanneſſes and Imperfettions 
which we acknowledge ſuch in our- 
' ſelves ; which, as Good Men, we en- 
deavour all we can to be ſuperior to 
and which we find. we every day con- 
quer as we grow better. 
But I will look back to Page 51, 
where are theſe Words: We muſt not 
onely be in ordinary Good Humour, but 
in the be} of Humours, and in the 
ſweeteſt, kindeſt diſpoſition of our 
Lives, to underſtand well what true 
Goodneſs is, and what thoſe Attributes 
imply, which we aſcribe with ſuch 
Applauſe and Honour to the Deity. 
We ſhall then be able to ſee beſt, whe- 
ther thoſe Forms of Fuſtice, thoſe De- 
' grees of Puniſhment, that Temper of 
Re- 


[44] 


Reſentment, and thoſe Meaſures of to ma 


Offence and Indignation, which we and ba 
uulgarly ſuppoſe in God, are ſuitable. ¶ ragem 
70 thoſe original Ideas of Goodveſs, .NÞ. theret: 
which the ſame Divine Being, or Na- Conſe 


ture undar Him, has implanted in u; for w. 
and which we muſt neceſſarily preſup=s Love, 
poſe, in order to give Him Praiſe or is it 1 
Honour in any kind. This, my Lord, the D 
is the Security againſt all Super ftition: as nei 
To remember that there is nothing in Comp 
God, but what is Goalie; or that Sinne 


Er is either not at all, or truly and I i 
perfectly Good. 


Now, why would he not here preſh 
put in a Word. of the Divine Goods ful M 
neſs, being ſuch as takes in perfect eſpeci 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs,* and Holi« Goſp 
neſs, which our natural Reaſon will ter all 
aſſure us, would we liſten to it, is Men 
the moſt complete and perfect Good harar 
neſs And why would he not tell upon 
us, ſince this is moſt evident, that neſs, 


tis no Goodneſs, but the contrary, Gooc 
8 to 


3 
f || to make no difference betwixt good 
„nnd bad Men? This being an encou- 
e. | ragemient to all that is bad, and 
„ (ff. therefore of the moſt miſchievous 
= | Conſequence imaginable to - thoſe 
j for whom Go hath ſuch a tender 
Love, as was juſt now thewed: And 
3 
2 


is it not a high Commendation of 
„che Divine Goodneſs, that tis ſuch 
ö as never fails to ſhew Mercy in all 


Compaſſionable Caſes; on all thoſe 
t | Sinners who perſiſt not in deſpiſing 
| tt, and are led to Repentance by it? 

O how many more wonderful Ex- 
: preſſions of Divine Goodneſs to ſin- 
0 ful Men, may here be added; and 
b eſpecially thoſe which our Saviour's 
. Goſpel acquaints us with ! And, af- 
i ter all, tis nothing but the dear Love 
J 


Men have for their Luſts, let them 
harangue it as plauſibly as they wil, 
upon the.,Topick of Divine Goody | 
neſs, that can make them think that 
Goocdnaſs to be ſhort of Divine which 
ö can 
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Ev admit of Severity: or that ar 
infinitely: Good Being cannot Will to, 
inflict Puniſhments upon Impenitent 


Sinners, proportionable to the more 


or leſs heinouſneſs of their Crimes; 
cannot find in his Heart to do it. 
This is not to be thought without 


Thinking at the ſame time, that 
Gob bas ſuch a Fondneſs for the 


Perſon: of Sinners, as makes Him 
bear no Ill-Will to their Sins; or as 
not to ſee Sin in them: As the An. 
tinomians ſay, He ſees none in H 
Elect People. 
And now am I come to che lf 
part of the Taſk I bave ſet myſelf, 
namely, to reflect upon what he 
offers upon the intricate Argument 
of Enthuſiaſm Which, he faith, 
Pag.: 80. is a matter of nice Fudg- 
ment; and the hardeſt thing in the 
World to know fully and diſtincth. 
And he gives an undeniable Proof | 
of. it in that, by all the Pains ſo 
; Ex- 
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Exalted a Genius has 2 at about 


it, we are left as Ignorant as we. 
were before: Our Fancies are onely 


gratified, but our Underſtandings not 
at all improv'd. He onely gives us 
the Etymology of the Word, which 


all who have medled with it have 


done, and, in general, diffinguiſh'd 


it from Divine Inſpiration; making 
onely this diſtinction, that this is a 
real feeling of the Divine Preſence, 
and Enthufiaſm a falſe one. But, as 

to the Paſſion theſe two rae, he 


ſaith it is much alike ; and, for: any 


thing of difference he diſcovers, „ 
the very ſame. For, proceeds he, 
when the Mind is taken up in Viſion, 
and fixeth its view either on any real 
Object, or mere Spectre of Divinity; 
when it ſees, or Links it ſees, any 
thing Prodigiouu, and more than hu- 
man, its Horror, Delight, Confuſion, 
Fear, Admiration, or whatever Paſ- 


fron belongs to it, or is upper moſt on 


this 
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this occafion, will have ſomething * 
immane, and (as Painters jo) bee 
vond Life . 

And what can we cither more 


ſuch Aſſurance. 


I who know not- that I bavecany: 
44 of Enthufiafm, am ſatisfi d with 
a much leſs Elaborate Account of it, 


dix. That it may be, in ſhort, wholly 


reſolved into Brains well heated with 


Thoughts; which, according to Mens 


very different Make, and the Things 
thought on, muſt needs be more or 
leſs intenſe and fixed, and the Brains 


ſubject to be over- heated, more or 
leſs; and eſpecially in thoſe in 


w hom the Melancholick Humour 18 
pre- 


from thi, than that ſurely our 
Gentleman is himſelf, or has — | 
in his Time, an Enthuſiaſt ?: And: 
_ hath fel what Pranks are play d by 
Enthuſiaſm within the Souls of 3 3 
or he would hardly be able to talk 
thus ſenſibly of the Matter, and with 
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„ predominant in a higher or a lower 
* degree. The onely Fault I can ſpy 
in this Account is, that tis too ſim- 
le for Men of Wit and Fancy. 
his gives a Mechanical Account of 
thoſe ſtrange Commotions he has 
deſcrib'd. But I know not why 
this ſhould be call'd by the obſcure 
; Greek Name Enthuſiaſm, rather than 
by our own Sow "Engliſh one Di- 
ſtraction, in ſome degree or other. 
And as for thoſe nervous Maladies 
which commonly accompany this 
diſorder of the Brain, I need not 
ſay they as naturally proceed from 
thence as does Heat from Fire. 
After a few Lines he thus goes 
on: Something there will be of Ex- 
travagance and Fury, when the Ideas 
or Images received are too big for 
the narrow Human Veſſel to contain. 
And this is no more than is con- 
tain'd in the general Account now 
given of it in plain Engliſb. | 
N | D 2 By 
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 loſophical to do more than give a 


he * © A 
OE. — — — ———— p — — 
—_ 
, -. 


| 
{ 


By the way, Dr. More's Enthufi. 
aſmus Triumphatus is too deeply Phi- 


pleaſant Entertainment, to ſuch as | 
affect to be curious Pryers into 
Nature's moſt hidden Receſſes. 
He next ſaith, That Inſpiration 
may be jnſtly calbd Divine Enthuſi- 
aſm, for the Word itſelf figniſies Di- 
vine Preſence. And he tells us, 


that it was made uſe of by the Phi- cer 
loſopher whom the * earlie8 Chriſtiaa P. 
Fathers calld Divine, to expreſ M. 
whatſoever was Divine in Humane | | 
_ Paſſions ; and that This was the Spi- pla 
rit he allotted to Stateſmen, Poets, an 
Orators, Muſicians, and even Philo- Wi 
ſophers themſelves. Nor can we, of - _ 
our own accord, forbear aſcribing to "_ 
a noble Enthufiaſm, whatſoever is Pl, 
greatly perform'd in any of theſe Doc 
ways. And yet, for all this, he, 
Pag. 74. calls Enthuſiaſm in general A. 
a Diſtemper; as mighty an Opinion 4 


a2 
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Lv 1 
as the Divine Plato had of it, and 
tho we all muſt Cy be -of 
his Mind. 

It follows, So that we all of us 
know ſomething of this Principle. He 
means, ſure, all of us that are great 
Performers in any of- thoſe ways, not 
all in general. 

And he might have taken in Ci- 
cero, as Divine a Man, I think, as 
Plato himſelf, who ſaith, Nemo Vir 
Magnus fine aliquo Afflatu Divino 
unquam fuit, Tho', I confeſs, tis 
plain he there meant by Vir Magnus, 
an excellently Wiſe Man; and by 
Wiſe too, a Good Man. So this was 
no Rodomontade upon Divine Inſpi- 
ration or Enthufiaſm, like that of 
Plato, which he has expreſſed fo 
great a liking of. 

But beſides his Heroine, States- 


Mans, Poetical, Oratorical, N | 


and Philoſophical. Enthuſiaſms, t 
which he adds elſewhere the 3 
Dy = one 
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| ſuppoſe, is no Divine Inſpiration, | 
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one too, he tells us, Page 8 1. of 
an Atheiſtical Enthufiaſm, Which, 1 
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nor taken ſo to be by the Athen. He i 
there Jaith, Atheiſm itſelf is not ex- 
empt from it. For, as ſome have 
well Remark'd,. there have been A. 
theiſtical Enthuſiaſts, Who thoſe 
ſome are my Reading can't inform 


me; but, whoſoever they are, you . 

ſee he well likes this Remark of a 

theirs. And a Remark of mine 8 
e 


may not here do amiſs, vi. That 


{peaking here of Atheiſtical Enthus * 
haſm, he ſaith immediately, that F. 
Enthufiaſm (in general that is) is 4 * 
falſe feeling of the Divine Preſence; he 
ſo that the Enthuſiaſtical Atheift, pl 
tho he does not really feel the Di- C 
vine Preſence, yet he thinks he does, th 
or he could not have a falſe feeling || | 
of it. I am ſure I be imper- 1a 
tinent if I add more Words, to this, By 
than Riſum teneatis -----=== But this tl 


by the bye. And 
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And now, I think, we muſt be- 
lieve what I juſt now told you he 
ſaith, vix. That Babes m is 4 
Fudgment, and the 
harde$t. thing in the World to know 
fully and diſtinctiy. Indeed he has 
done what lies 1 in him, to make me, 
at leaſt, think it the hardeſt thing 


in the World to know it as all, - 
No he having call'd Enthuſiaſm 


a Diſtemper, tis worth while next 
to conſider how Men happen to be 
{ſeized with it; and here he gives 
us wonderful Satisfaction. He ſhews, 
Pag. 69. that tis Infectious, and a 
very Catching Diſea yes. But, I think, 
he ſhould have told us, at leaſt more 
plainly than be hath done to my 
Capacity, how thoſe from whom 
the Infection is taken, came to have 
the Diſeaſe themſelves, He may 


ſay they had it too by Infection. 


But will he ſay then, that to find 
che Art Infection you muſt run 
5 3 back 


= —— 
back, back in infinitum ? This would 
be to the purpoſe indeed! 1 
Now he gives Account of this 
Infection thus, The Combuſtible Mat. 
ters lie prepar d within, and ready to 
take fire at a Spark ; but chiefly in a 
Multitude ſeix d with that Spirit. 
How the individuals of this Multi- 
tude come to be ſeiz d with it, he 
ſaith not, but how this Multitnde 
_ infects others, he gives a very plain 

Account in theſe words, No wonder 
if the Blage ariſes ſo of a ſudden, 
when innumerable Eyes glow with the 
Paſſion, and heaving Breaſts are la- 
bouring with Inſpiration : When not 
the Aſpect onely, but the very Breath 
and Exhalations of Men are Infetti- 
ous, and the inſpirmg Diſeaſe imparts 
itſelf by inſenfible Tranſpiration. | 

The Senſe of all this is compoſed 
of ſuch fine and ſubtle Particles, 
that it went off, while I was looking 
for it, by the ſame inſenfible Tran- 
ſpiration. 
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odd, that when he faith particular _ 
Enthuſiaſts are infected eaſily by a 
£ Multitude of them, he ſhould not 
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think of informing us how the Mul. 

| titude ſhould: come to be Infected; 

| which, one would 1magine, 1s much 

ö more difficult to be accounted for: = 
4 At leaft, if infected altogether, and _ 
not one by one at different times, 1 
| till they become a Multitude. And 

4 if ſo, he might have ſpar d the once | 
ö mentioning a multitude in the Caſe: l. 
+ But then there would have been no | 


occaſion for that very original ( as 
I may well call it) of a highflown 
Fancy. | 
And now I come to the moſt im- 
portant Enquiry of all, vis. How 
we may diſtinguiſh between Inſpira- 
tions; between that which proceeds 
from a good Spirit, and that which 
doth not. He ſaith, Pag. 8 1. That 
Divine Inſpiration, by its outward 
a Marks 
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Mak. can't be eafily- diſtinguil 4 | 
from Atbeiſtical itſelf, And as we 
E hweſeen — he ſaith, in the 
„ next Words, That the Paſſion the 
AZ real feeling the Divine Preſence © 
| raiſeth, is much alike with that which 
is raiſed by the falſe one. So that 
theſe two are not onely hard to be 
diſtinguiſh d by their ourward Effectz, 
but alſo by their inward, | 
| Sure he will not here leave us 
quite in the dark, he cannot be ſo 
_ No, by no means, for 
g. 83. he gives us a Rule to judg 
of on Spirits by. He ſaith, That 
to judg of the Spirits, whether they 
are of God, we muſt firſt judge our 
own. Spirit, whether it be f Reaſon 
and ſound Senſe; whether it be fit 
to judg at all by being Sedate, Cool, 
and Impartial ; free from everyly- 
aſſing Paſſion, every giddy Vapour, or 
melancholy Fume, This is the firt 
Knowledge and previous Judgment; 
to 
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0 underſtand ourſelves, and know 


what SRirit we are of. Afterwards 
we may judg the Spirit in others, 


 confider what their Perſonal Meri is, 
and prove the Validity of their Teſti- 


mony by the Solidity of their Brain. 
And, believe me, this is Work e- 
nough. And tis pity if, after all, 
it proves loſt Labour, as I doubt it 


will. For, I much queſtion, whe- 


ther their Perſonal Merit, and the 
Solidity of their Brain together, be 
ſufficient to prove the Validity of 
their Teſtimony, except concerning 


feſs to have been Eye-witneſles ; not 
the Teſtimony they give to their 


own being Divinely Inſpir'd. 


But, indeed, he is ſo well aware 
of the falliblenef of the Means he 
preſcribes, for both the knowing of 
our own Spirits, and the Spirits of 
others, that the beſt he faith of 


them is, That by this means we may, 
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Matters of Fact, of which they pro- | 
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it in its ſeveral kinds, both in our- 


performed by keeping to Good Humour. 
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or may . poſſibly, prepare ourſelves by < 
with ſome Antidote againſFEnthufi. thou 
aſm, not an effectual Antidote, 80 a 


that at laſt here is but cold Comfort. ea 


And he uſhers all this in thus, To 


know it, (viz. the principle of Enthu. Far 
fiaſm) as we ſhould do, and diſcers NW 


ſelves and others; this is the great 1% 


and ſo may hope to avoid Deluſion, 


except we were better enabled to rad 
know Enthuſiaſm as we ſhould do, 


Work, and by this means alone we ＋ 
can hope to avoid Delufion. And 1 4 d 
doubt then there is not one in a * 
Thouſand that is ſufficient for it, #| = 
Div 


and better inſtructed in its ſeveral hr. 
kinds, in ourſelves and others, than 3 
we are by this Gentleman, _ 2 
But he gives Good Humour d Peo- p 
ple comfort after all, in telling us, Ki 
That preparing ourſehes with ſome 5 
Antidote againſ} Enthuſiaſm, is beſt A 


But 
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But what ſhall they do, who have 
no Goog Humour to keep to? He 
ſhould have done well to tell them, 
how they may come by ſome, in- 
ſtead of leſſening theirs who have a 
pretty good Stock of it: which 1 
fear he may endanger, by ſending 
that to the Pref, which might bet- 
ter not have gone farther than into 
his Lord's Pocket; which he ſeem'd, 
ar At, very indifferent whether it 


did or no. | 
But I am perſwaded, that with- 


out all this ado, we may know real 


Divine Inſpirations from mere Pre- 
tenſions, if we pleaſe, and would 
but ſincerely ſet about it. Whoſoever 
will ſo do, may quickly be ſatisfied, 
that the onely courſe to be taken is 
conſidering what rational Evidence 
appears of their not being deluded, 
nor Impoſtors, who profeſs to come 
upon God's Errand, and to be In- 
ſpir'd by His Spirit. And a very 
; | little 
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D little Thinking will put it out of 
doubt, that our Minds can be ra- 
tionally ſatisfid about this Matter, 
onely by enquiring what Credentials 
theſe pretended Ambaſſadors bring 
with them. Now nothing is more 
evident, than that *tis neceſſary theſe 
ſhould demonſtrate their being di- 
vinely Inſpir d, by frft delivering, 
nothing in Gobꝰ's Name, but hat 
is Goa · like, and worthy of God ; and 
next, that what they deliver ſhould 
be confirm'd by Miracles, or Works 
farpaſſing the Power of mere Na- 
tural Cauſes. I mean, when *tis 
neceſſary they: ſhould be known to be 
divinely Intpired, Becauſe, if a 
Perſon brings no new Doctrin, but 
onely inculcates the old, and comes 
to a very wicked People, and vehe- 
mently, in the Name of Gop, ex- 
cites them to Repentance : theſe 
Sinners are oblig d to hearken to 
him, and Reform immediately, he, 
* | preſſing 


L 61 ] 
preſſing them to nothing but what 
they knew before was their indif- 
penſable Duty; altho' no Miracle 
be wrought to aſſure them of his 
coming in an immediate and extra- 
ordinary manner from Gop. 
I the rather take notice of this, 
becauſe we read not of any Miracle 
wrought by, or in behalf of, ſeve- 
ral of the Old Prophets, whaſe Meſs 
ſage was onely to Awaken high Of- 
fenders to the Conſideration of their 
Ways, and Returning to Go p; and 
to threaten them with heavy Judg- 
ments, which they — 5 not but 
know they had reaſon to expect 
from Divine Vengeance. 
But, I ſay, where it is neceſſary 
2 Perſon ſhould be known to be 
divinely Inſpired, that Miracles (in 
which I Kill include the predicting 
of things not 5 in their 
Cauſes) muſt needs be wrought to 
confirm Revelations, be they never 
fo worthy of God. Theſe 
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Theſe two 4 neceſſar TY 8 
together; ; neither of them 40 , 
without the other. For I need not 
ſay, that a Man may ſpeak as goo! 
things as can be, and not be inſpired: 5 
and, on the ada hand I ſay, that 
he may do Miracles, or Works 
which none. are able to diftinguiſh 
from Miracles, and theſe not per- 
formed by a good Spirit. - 

And he ſaith, Pag. 70. I learn 


from Holy Scripture, that there was 


the Evil, as well as the Good Spi- 
rit of Prophecy. And if he bas . 
learn d this from Holy Scri 


one would hope he believes it. Tho 0 


the Words foregoing do more than 
tempt me to ſuſpect, that he is 
at beſt but a et as to the An- 
cient Prophets being inſpir'd by the 
Good Spirit, via, I am not 4 Divine 


good enough to reſolv, what Spirit 


that was which proved. ſo catching a- 
mong the Ancient Prophets, You Fee, . 4 
1 : ) Sir, 9 
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Inſpira 
what eV, 

Now 
he wall 
ſuch Sp 
er tO 1 


alſo he 
deny, 


that thi 


"T ” * 
rg what his real Opi Sete 
Spirit ſeems ee by his Word 
Catching. It follows, that even = 
profane Saul Was "taken by "it 
gau was not more profane, dh 
his Word Catching. But we ſhall 
not catch him at more than taking 
t for granted, tho' it ſhall never 
be granted to him, that tis unwor- 
I dy of Gop, ever to give a bad Man 
Inſpirations. And if any Credit | 
may be given to the Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, Balaam, as profane 
Man as Saul, had, upon a moſt 
- MY extraordinary Occaſion, as Divine 
Inſpirations as any of the Prophets, 
whatever they were. 7 
Now, if Evil Spirits, as I hope 
ouſly acknowledge that 


he will ſeri 


ſuch Spirits there may be, have Pow- 
er to inſpire Evil things, which I 
alſo hope he will not abſolutely 
deny, it is every whit as certain, 
that wy have Power (with Gop's 
R 


Per- 


EG] ” 
Permiſſion) to back their Inſpirat,. 
ans by Works far exceeding all Hy. 
man Power. Fox there are ſcarcely 
any Matters of Fact more warrantech 
than ſuch by moſt Authentick Hi. 
ſtories; and thoſe Profane no leſs 
2 Sacred. What Evidence do the 
Lives of the great Plutarch give tothis! N 
| And how many more of the beſt ny 
Pagan Hiſtorians and Philoſophen I d beg 
may be added to him. And all Ages ni 
have Abounded with Narratives of grit) 
the unimitable Doings of Evil Spirits, r 
And I could tell him, that our own | 
Country affords innumerable, 2 
well-attefted Accounts as can be of 
them, had I a mind to be Ridicul'd 
by ham, as his Eminent, Learned, 4nd 
truly Chriſtian Prelate was. | 
But, to proceed, as the Goodneſ 
of the Meſſage is no Argument of 
bu being Divinely Inſpir'd, who 
brings it without the Atteſtation of 
Miracles performed by himſelf, or \ 
7 


650 
rati. [ = ] 
never ſo apparently Juch, are none 


15 neither, if what is deliver d be un- 

worthy of ſuch a Wiſe, Holy, Good 
lei Being as Gop; if any part thereof 
debe in its oun nature Pvil, or has 
Foy manifeſtly an evil tendency, tends 


plainly to the promoting of any 
corrupt and naughty Deſign. This 
is too evident to need more than the 


eſt 


| 
ES 12 ü | 
1 mentioning. And therefore the 


Scripture aſſures us, that Signs and 
Wonders, tho they ſhould be real, 
and not to be diſtinguiſhd from 

or Miraculous, if deſign d to ſerv 

Pa wicked Purpoſes, are to be aſcrib'd 

to wicked Spirits: Such as the Ma- 


2 gicians who withſtood Moſes, were 
F demonſtrated by him to be acted by, 
K although the Works they did ſeem'd 
. to be no leſs above the Power of 


Nature, than Moſes's Works were; 
When he ſhewed the Divinity of his 


Miracles, in at laft over-powering 
E 2 the 


in his behalf; fo Miracles, be they 


r 
the Magicians, and performing ſuch 
as they could Not: imitate, GG 
: And therefore the Gentlemgn are th 
ſhould have done well to Inſtance, \ bas wr 
in another kind of Enthuſiaſm, a. Prophe 
. mong his many, vix. the Demoni- into 1 
acal, the Foſſeſſion - Enthuſiaſm. In. that . 
ſtances of which we have Accounts 
of in the Goſpels, and the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and of which we have had 
abundance as plain ones as can be 
among ourſelus; tho' thoſe whoſe 
Intereſt it is to diſbeliev them, ſtill 
Ridicule them, while they have not 

one wiſe Word to object agai 

them. And this Demoniacal En- 
thuſiaſm will, with the greateſt 
eaſe, ſolv many ſtrange Phenomena, | 
which, without it, no body can give 
Account of: particularly not a few 
of thoſe we are with great aſſurance 
told of among the poor Prophets, 
who have, in this City, made them- 
ſelvs ſo Famous. One of the 
N ſtrangeſt 


| Spirit ; 


71 
. oftheſs he- mentions, p. 71. 
233 what himſelf - was preſent at ; 
where, and in the foregoing page, 
un are theſe Words, 4 Gentleman who 
ner has writ lately: in defence of revived 
+ if Prophecy, and has fince fallen"bimſelf | 
into the Prophetick Extaſies, tells us, 
In. thar the ancient Prophets had the 
nts chirit of God upon them under Exta- 
the' fy, with divers - ſtrange” Geſtures: of 
Jad Body, denominating them Madmen 

(or Enthufafts) as An evidently, 
ſe ſays he, in the Inſtances of Balaam, 
ll Saul, David, Ezekiel, Daniel; Wc, 
"0t "i 494 he proceeds to juſtif thir by the 
alt ¶ practice of the Ap belle Times, &c. 
n. Br I leav it to him to make the Re- 
elt ſemblance, as well as he can, between 
bi own and the Apoftolick Way: 1 
e onely know that the Smptoms he de- 
ſcribes, and which himſelf ( poor Gen- 
tleman) labours under, are as Hea- 
theniſh as he can poſſibly pretend them 
to 77 5 Chriſtian. And when I ſaw 
1 him 


ach 


aer 
him ately. under an Agitation ( as 
they call it) uttering Prophecy in 4 
us Latin Stile, of which out of 
15 Extaſy it Ems he is wholly uns wilful 
capable, it brought into my Mind il} Great 
be Latin Poets deſcription. of the MW warn 
Sibyl, whoſe Airs were ſo perfetih 
like vbeſe, &c. 
Tho this Beete Enthuſiaſm 
way be 3s intelligible, I think, ay 
any other kind, and I know 'ts 
every whit as ealy to be underſtood, 
as the Actings of our own Spirits 
od BS pon. each other ; aud 
tho we have vaſt plenty of Proofs 


that there hath been. ſuch a thing, 11 1 
and fill is, yet it id gromm 00 cert 
Modiſh (however it comes to pals in] 
to \ ſeem at laaſt to diſbeliev 1 it: Not» luſi 
wi all 4. now meet with tm 
are at a loſs to give any tolerable is 
account any other way, of the moſt the 
ſurpriſing Actions and Paſſions of ſo 
many of #cſe Prophets, and. the th 


— 


61. 
Extaſies and Preachings eren of 
4 | fome young Children. > 
. of To pronounce: them Impoftors, or 
%. vilful Cheats, in perſonating the 


(4 


end Great Gop as they do in their 
the © Warnings,” is to pronounce them 
Gy downright Atheiſts, and to declare 


ourſelds as Uncharitable, as we 7 | 
them Impious, conſideri 

their Reputation has gener de, | 

to the time of their prrening to 
be Divinely n 1 "And 


Nemo N . api ys. 


If I mas make an Con re con- 
— the Deſign 4 -of pts com 

in permitting fuch a Spirit of De- 
luſioti thus to _ here” at this 
time, I eannot but greatly fear it 

is intended in junk Tadgrient, for 
the more hardening of Infidels (who 
ſo lamentably now Abound, beyond 
the Example E former Ages) by a 
E 4  Mock- 


n 


46 


732 


od, 


Mockedlfufen of Len Spirit, and 
an Aping (tho moſt wofully) or the 
reds Day of Pentecoit, Let pere 
1 Poſſeſſion more generally; acknow- 
ledg'd, in the Caſe, this Permiſſion 4 
may be as gracious 2 Providence for 
the raiſing Mens Minds to a greater 
| — of the realit ity. of Iavifhle Be- 
gs 3 and. the Conviction of thoſe 
wholly Unbelief..; is not incurable, 
As to.. theſe Peoples being — 
ſeſſed with what is "called a ,Quoad 
hoc Madueſ, as many would hare | 
them to be; bow ſo great a Num- 
ber ſhould, all of a ſudden, be 
Teiz'd with this Diſeaſe, who cati 
conceiv ? Sure Madneſs has not hi- 
therto been reputed a Catching Diſ- 
eaſe, whatever Enthufiaſm may * 
þ =" could Madneſs give that Gen- 
tleman in bis Agitations, 4 * | 
Latin Style of which out of big. Ex- 
taſies it feems he is wholly uncapable f 
as we now ſaw our Gentleman' 8 
Words are. And 


Wes 
"__ there is ſuch Evidence: of 

Amother's being inſpir d with the 

Hebrew Language, as I am not able 


to withſtand; | As alſo of ſome 


Cures of Diſeaſes without natural 
Means; tho there: are ſome ſuch 
confidently reported, which I. ſee 
2 * ns ground: to give Credit 
But let thoſe: their Cures. be 


| ns ſo many, although Madnef 


cannot be accountable for them, 
Poſſeſion may be, while ſuch a thing 
as Wacherafe and Magick remain in 
the World: Which Five not been 
only believ/d. by credulous Fools, 
but allo by a wiſeſt Men in all 
Ages, the incomparably greater 
Number of the Wiſeſt; and by 
very many ſuch from their. own 
Knowleds, as well as from moſt 
credible Information. 

"Tis objected by themſelus ol 
their Friends, that it being their 
great Buſineſs to call Men to Re. 


pen- 
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ee, Ge. tis | 
Evil Spirit would have any hand 
therein. But no other Anſwer 
needs be given than thoſe Words of 
the Apoſtle, We are not Ignorant of 4 
bis devices. And we are of nothing 
more certain, than that Satan has 
by no means more ſucceſsfully car. 
ried on the Advancement of his 


dark Kingdom, than by Tranſforming 


himſelf into an Angel of Light. 
But how this Prophetick Spirit 
has been detected to be nothing le 
than Divine, is too well known to a 
need my ſaying one Word about it. 
I earneſtly pray that thoſe who 
have ſuffer d themſelvs to be taken 
in this Snare, to the ſerving of the 
Cauſe which I charitably hope and 
believ they deteſi, may now at length 
have their Eyes open'd, and not 
thus obſtinately ſtand it out againſt 
the moſt ſhameful BaMes their Pro- 
phecies have met with; and eſpeci- 


ally * 
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the other hand, we are as certain 
as that Gop-48 Good, that thoſe who 


April, and the 25th of May. 

| : b — A 
Now, Sir, to go on with my 
dent, that that cannot be of Divine 
Inſpiration which plainly. betrays an 
ill Deſign, than that Gop is a per; 
fectly Fure and Holy Being; ſo, on 


profeſs to ſpeak by Divine Inſpira- 


| tion do ſo realy, if what they de- 


liver is. wholly for the promoting. of 
true Goodneſs, and throughout fitted 
to this End; and (withal) has the 
Confirmation of inconteſtable Mi. 
racles : It being a perfect Contra. 
diction to the Goodneſ of Gop, to 
ſuffer Impoſtors to bring well mean⸗· 
ing People under a fatal Neceſſity of 
being deluded, in a Matter of ig 
valt an Importance as Religion. 


And 
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And conſequently we are as ful, * 
aſſur d, that eſu. nit and Is 12 
Apoſtles were not Impoſtors, as we 
are of the Divine Goodaeßß For 
whoſoever are Acquainted with the 
Hiſtory and Doctrin of the Goſpel, 
muſt neceſſarily Acknowledg, that 
its whole Buſimeſs is to Advance the 
Intereſt of Righteouſneſs and Uni- 
verſal' Goodneſs, to Recover the 4 
lapſed Creation, and turn this mi- 
ſerably depraved World from dark 
neſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God; and that it is 
throughout moſt Admirably fitted 
for the effecting of this Glorious De. 
ſign; and is 2 by innume- 
rable Miracles, the Greateſt imagi- 
nable, and moft Apparent. I ſay, 
All this cannot but be moſt heartily 
Acknowledg'd by ſuch Perſons, pro- 
vided they are not ſo depraved, as 
to defire that- — 4 may be 
a V 
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Fad... 
0 and there is all che, reaſon in 
the World. tq be as throu ghly per- 
ſwaded of the Certainty of theſe 
Matters of Fact — in the 
Goſpel (or Books of the New- Te- 
ſtament) as of any whatſoever; I 
will not except hols of which we 
are Eye-witneſſes, For the wiſeſt Men 


believ as undoubtedly. upon full and 


clear Teſtimony as upon Senſation. 
And that fort of Teſtimony that's 


call'd Tradition, if it be General 


and Uninterupted, is ſuch Evidence 
as leavs no room for doubting, .We 


can no more doubt .whether there 
be ſuch Cities as Rome and Conſtan- 
tinople, tho we never ſaw either, 
nor ever ſpake with any that had 
been there, than we do whether 
there be ſuch a City as Tork or 
London. We can no more queſtion 
whether there were any ſuch Princes 
as Cyrus, Alexander, or Julius Ceſar ; 
or whether they did the Noble Ex- 

ploits 
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ploits Recorded of them in the moſt 
Authentick Hiſtories ; or there were 
fuch Philoſophers as Plato, Ariſtotle, 


or Cicero, or they wrote ſuch'Books | 


as have always paſt for theirs; I 
fay, we can no more doubt of theſe 


things, than we could were all thoſe 


Great Men now Alive, and our near 


Neighbours ; as many Ages as they 


lived from this, and at as great a 
| diftance as they were from hence. 
And as to the Genuineneß of the 


Books of the New-Teſtament, theres 


even greater Evidence for it, than of 
any other Ancient Books, as may 
be moſt eafily ſhewed. ' 
"Nay farther, who will not as ſe- 
curely rely upon the Teftimony of 
two or three Men, of very noted 
Prudence and Integrity, lem 
Affirming from their own imme- 
diate Knowledg, a plain Matter 
of Fact, as upon the Information 
of his Senſes ? -And will not he be 
| laugh'd 


gave 


ter 
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laugh'd at as a conceited, filly Fel- 


low, who would in earneſt Object 


victive ? 


Now we have no ſtronger Evi- 
dence for any thing ſaid to be done 


at any diſtance of Time or Place, 


than we have that there was Born 
in Judza, in the Reign of Auguſtus, 
a Great Man whoſe Name was Jeſus, 


that declared He came down from Hea- 
ven and was the Son of GoD: That He 


lived upon Earth above thirty Years: 


That He Taught the moſt Holy and 


Divine Doctrin, and led a moſt ſpot- 


leſs and divine Life. Did innumera- 
ble moſt. miraculous Works That He 


gave the moſt} excellent Precepts, 
back d with the moſt Glorious Pro- 
miſes to the Gbſervers, and the moſt 


dreadful Threats againſt the Deſpi- 
ſers of them : That his Miracles were 
the greateſt Acts of Mercy and Be- 


| neficence * That He ſtill went about 


doing 


| doing Good both to the Bodits and 
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Souls of Men : That at laſt He was 
woſk, barbarouſly requited by; thoſe 


He had infinitely oblig d, and ſuf- 
fer d the moſt ignominious and cruel 


death of Crucifixion; and even under 
the blackeſt Characters, thoſe. of an 


. 


Impoſtor, a Traytor, a Blaſphemer, 


and a Conjurer, who perform'd his 


mighty Works by the Power of the 


Devil: That He bore his Suffering 


with the greateſt Patience, and as 
wonderful Charity towards his impla- 
cable Enemics : That, being Buried, 
He Aroſe from the dead within three 


days, as He foretold He would : 


And that forty days after He Aſcenged 
into Heaven ; and ten days after that 
performed his Promiſe of ſending the 


Holy Ghoſt upon his Apoſtles. and Di- 


ſciples- J ſay, all theſe things, 


with Abundance more, of which 
tbeſe are the chief, are as powet- | 


fully commended to our Belief, as 


any 


[97] 


knowledgment of ä — well 


— 


as Friends; one: excepted, vix. our 


Lord's Reſurredion, which they 


could not acknowledg withoiit de- 


cating: themſelys = Murderers of 
their om look d for Maſſiah; and 
. — the moſt ſhameful Miſ- 


creants upon the face of the Earth. 


And to the Teſtimony of Jewiſb 


Infidels, is to be added that of 


Pagans, who lived in the earlieſt 


Times, in reference to as much 
as they were capable of knowing; 
e Tacitus and Suetonius. 


1 


As to thoſe ** have. given thi 


World Account of our Lord's Res 
| ſurrettion, &c. as never did any 
more merit Belief for their Virtue 
. F and 


* 4 — „ 
* * 
n. 
3. 
n 


any Falls I Which never 
could Man ſuſpect the truth oh, 
And the more powerfully, in that 
theſe have the Teſtimony or Ac- 
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it; as their diſcourſing with him, 


to Heaven, And St. Paul ſays, | 
He was ſeen by above Five Hun- 


ion, by himſelf, as he was * 


not only made a Dunk, but an 
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2 ſo they 1 reftified/ k 


'ye-witneſſes of his being Riſen; ' 
xo yon gave many Infallible Proofs of 


and bis: with them, cating Meals 
with Him, Nc. And this, at times, 


for Forty Days together; and at 
laſt their ſong Him Aſcend up 


dred at once; and after His Aſcen- 


perſecuting his Diſciples, and 


Apoſtle, and the moſt indefatigable 
— of the Goſpel. This moſt 
Admirable Story, ſufficient alone 
to convince all but obdurate Infi- 
dels, is thrice told at large in the 
Ace of the Apoſtles ; An ineſtimable 
Book, and carrying ths moſt oom- 
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And 
ſurrection of 


ever their Lord Himfelf wrought; 
and after intolerable Sufferings for 
their conſtant Adhering thereto, 
ſcaled it with their Blood. 


I need not tell you, Sir, that 1 


have here crowded together but 
little more than Minuter of a good 
part of the Evidence we have for 


- 


the Truth of Chriſtianity, of which 


there is fo large a Meaſure, as to 


be preſſed dows, . ſbaken together, 
and runniug over, But no more 
could be expected from me, fince 
now I am to be conſider'd onely 
nn ne. ES => 


And well might I wholly con- 


fine myſelf to the Evidence we have 
of the truth of the Goſpel, becauſe that 


* F 2 


theſe Teſfißers of the Re- 
us, Ur. Confir- 


med their Teſtimony hy publick 
Miracles, and as mighty ones as 


— 


9 of * Dizine ** iration of - Moſes 


its: Riſe from Impoſture, nor _—_ 


the Teſtimony - of others, to be in- 
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and the Old: 'Prophe, doth ſtand 
upon. the. ſame Bottom with this; 
and the Old and New Teſtament 


are ſupports to, and „ Con- 

Grmations of, one anot 15 
Now, "= — — 4 you ink 

he will lay to this PE 


Evidence from: Matters of 28 
that our Religion could not ha 


Enthufiaſm ? - I can tell you, that 
I more than think what he will 
ſay ; for I have it from his Pen, 
Pag. 67. in theſe. Words, There is 
a 2 of Enthuſiaſm of ſecond-hand 
And when * nd no Commotions 
in. themſelus, no pannick that be⸗ 
witches them, they are. apt ſlit, by 


poſed on, and led. credulouſly into 
the Bi of Many Jai c Miracles, 
And, 


2 


1850 
and this Habit may make them 7 
a very inconſtant Faith, vaſy*to- be 
carried away with every Wind of 
Doctrin; and addicted to every up- 
ſtart Sect of Superſtition, Bur the 
knowledg of our Paſſions in their 
very Seeds, the meaſuring well the 
Growth and Proms s of Enthufiaſ m, 
.and the judging rightly of its nar 
ral Force ; and what Command n 
has over our very Senſes'; may teach 
u- to oppoſe more  ſucceſifully thoſe 
Delifons which come Armed with 
the fpecious Pretext of Moral cer- 
tainty and Matter of Fact. 


'Tis too evident from theſe afl 
Words, what is driven at in all 
this. He knows, that *tis Moral 
certainty, which all our Learned 
Defenders of Chriſtianity ſtill in- 
ſiſt upon as the Foundation of our 
Belief thereof; even as it is of all 
\ F 3 other 


. 41. 


, dthox things, 7 which we have 
pt ocular Demonſtration ; or the 
Evidence our own Senſes. That 
it is Evidence from Moral Certainty 
| 225 of Fatt, which Chri- 

2 comes Armed with. And 
| therefore who can imagine that the 

5 of a Letter, ſo deſign d as 
we have ſeen this is, ſhould not 
have Chriſtianity principally in his 

Bye, among the Deluſions which 
come Armed with the fpecious Pre- 
text of Moral pe 2 Matter 


of Fatt ? 


Now how ſhould we 7. b e 
luſions with Succeſs; wh, are thus 
Armed ? Tis too plain, that his way 
of doing it is at leaſt next to 
it for granted, before we ſet about 
this Work, that they are Delufioss ; 
and then that Moral Certainty and 
Matter of Fact can be at beſt but 
| a 


2 — Nn And chat this 
Pretext may not appear too 

ſibly for us to withſtand it, 1 
muſt be taught to oppoſe it, * 
the 'Delufions that come Armed 
with it, Firſt, By the knowledge of 


our Paſſions in their very Seeds. 
Secondly, By. = wring well the 


Growth and Progreſs. of Enthuſiaſm. 
Thirdly, By — rightly of its 
natural Force; or of the whole 
Force it hath. And Fourthly, By 
judging particularly. what Command 
it hath over onr = Senſes. Fs 


But 8 is e for theſe 
things? As I aſked before when he 
was up with the like, or rather, 
the ſelf-ſame Inſtructions. And 
now I anſwer not himſelf, III war- 
rant him, be he never ſo Notable 
or Profound a Philoſopher. And 


how much he 1s 1 with 
| | F 4 the 
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the nature of Enthufiaſm we have 
ſeen enou gh to make a very ſhrewd 
| - gueſs, | Pf ON e. 5 


But 15 Las it ſeems, dart it 


hath a Command over our / very 
Senſes; tho he may be to ſeek for 


the ut most extent nk che . 


mand it ; hath. : 

to ir 1 profeſs, 6 
they have ſeen {ſuch or ſuch Mi- 
racles, be we never ſo well aſſur d 
of their Integrity, we muſt be at 


a loſs to be entirely ſatisfied that 


their Senſes were not impos d upon, 


becauſe they may be Enthuſiaſts for 
ought we know; and who knows 
how powerful that Command may 


- be, which Enthufiaſm hath over r the 


very Senſes © 4 


And 


4 a 6. ood 
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cainlppl whether: any preſent Aﬀir- 
mers of what they 


| plainly beheld with their own Eyes, 


under ſuch a degree of Enthuſi- 


1 


8 never Jo <a. 


have beheld di- 
ſtinctly are wholly” free from Er- 
thuſiaſm; ſo much leſs can we, 
whether thoſe who have told the 
World, Ages ago, of Miracles er 


were not Enthuſiaſts. And ſo fare- 
wel to all — "ns 585 


* i our 0wn Eyes "FUG wits 


neſſed to any miraculous things, 


we might have been imperceptibly 
alm, as might Ss Tricks with 


them, for any help he has given 


us to be aſſured 'of the contrary. 
And all thoſe Objects which we 
could {wear we ſaw at the neareſt 
diſtance, Enthufiaſm may have ar 
ſented to us as clearly as coul 
= 


e b . 
e him for owning, 
ge bis Levy of kis Loa, that 


te hath, in 72 weaſure juftifed 
Enthuſiaſm, unleſs it be for owhung 
too little. For, were 12 1 
won „ Fr 
J juſtify it in [ome ure; I wou 
15 Applaud it, and value it 
even above the thing call d Reaſon 
For, tha 1 ſhould | be ſenſible can 
never ſtand me in the leaſt ſtead 


where 


* 


why Ws the greatrſt ys of 
it, without RS, $  Hypothelis, 
of a good ſtock f Vi ifionary Spirit 

{or Enth an) originaly ia Hu- 
man Nature, of which that excel- 
lent Philoſopher made great Earn» 
ings; and not much. Jef than of 
his . Conrourſe and Jumble- 
ment of Atoms. This moſt Admi- 
Doctrin of Enthuſiaſm. will 
help out my Blockiſh Reaſon at the 
deadeſt Lifts; it will folv a thou- 
ſand Phenomena, which without it 


$ 
© 
ſ 
7 ſtill make a perfect Fool of me. 
[ 
; 


And am Ll 25 them, while 1 
onely, is ſome meaſure, juſtify En- 
thuſiaſm ? It is a poor buſineſs 
barely to juſtify Enthuſiaſm, but 2 
N to juſtify i it in ſome meaſure, 


TI confeſs to you, Sir, that. now 
this Gentleman has given ſome 
ſhock (tho' this 13 not the firſt). ro 
= a | | m y 


298 rights aguint. ( Theſe % are the. 
- Words, 92 ts wot © e with 
Gi a -with other "Qualities, 


and not Paſſeß. 
an theellent Ear in Muſick, Sue 


being able to perform in any kind, 


We may judg well of Poetry, ” with 


out being Poets, or poſeſſmg nag; leaft 2 
of A Poetick Vein. But we can 
of "Goods 


hade no tolerable Notion 
meſs, without being tolerably Good. 


So that if the Praiſe of a Divine. 
Being be ſo great 4 part of His 
N 4, . learn 
Goodueſs, were it for nothing lſe | 
but that we may learn to Praiſe : 


Worfpip, we 


For the praiſe of Goodneſs from an 
unſound hollow Heart, mut certainly 
make the greatest diſſonance in ; the 


Which we pee widerfland very wel, Sat, 
' We "may "$9 


* 


mand me db ſtop here, and to pur - : : 4 : 
_a"FullPoint too inſtead of an, .. 


Who would believe the ſame Hand 1 


bare 5 both this . 
the following 


of the Pen — 85 i 9 
tay the like of m4 A 
_one would wonder 4 2 in the 'M 


e Letter, who is not ſagacious 
enough to- gueſs at the Defign of - 
dach a Mixture. As for my Dees 
- in theſe. Remarks, I know you do © 
more than Gueſs at it: I hope | 
*twill, with all like yourſ elf, make 
wo for the many Defects they 
may well obſerve in them; who am, 


„1 


EE *x 
5 wor molt Fuithful and 


* 


